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Number VI. 


of Fixed Piety : Or the Fear of Gop 
_ B - 


25 Kings XVIII. 12. laſt Clauſe. 
[Second Sernion,] 


— I, thy Servant, fear the 
5 Lok from my. Youth.” 


H AVING conſidered the hiſtory to 


| ſhew'd, the reaſon of Obadiat's making this 
declaration concerning himſelf, and alſo what 


is imported in his fearing the Lord. This 
fear was ſhewn to be no mean or laviſh thing; 


no gloomy or melancholy thing, where rightly 


underſtood ; and it is far from being a cow- 


ardly thing ; or a matter to be aſhamed of, 
on any account. Hereupon the fear of Gon 


was ſpecially recommended to ſuch as are in 


che days of their youth. 


II. I now proceed to ſhew what inſtances 
and proofs, of the fear of the Lord, we have 
in the life of Obadi ab. 

As he began to be religious very pon fo 
it is open of him, that he feared the Lox 
£554) A2 greatly “. 


which theſe words relate, in a for- 
mer diſcourſe; from thence was 
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greatly *. That religion which begun betimes, 
we find continued in an advanced ſtate, and 
roſe to a very eminent degree. A powerful 
motive and argument, this, to engage young 
perſons to fear Gop in the beginning of their 
days. They that apply themſelves diligently 
to any art, or: ſcience, or buſineſs in the 
world, while they have the advantages of 
youth on their fide, are generally moſt con- 
ſiderable, and moſt ſucceſsful in their after 
improvements; and this makes way for their 
promotion amongſt men, In hke manner 
early application of the mind to the fear of 
Gop and to the thoughts of religion, gene- 
rally produceth more eminent and exemplary 
piety and virtue in the after parts of life. 
They who make it their firſt and chief ſtudy 
to honour God, are moſt ſignally owned and 
honoured by him. He hath ordered it to 
ſtand upon record, Them that honour me 
I will honour, and they that deſpiſe me 
* ſhall be lightly eſteemed +,” 
I I don't ſay this is akvays viſibly the caſe, 
but it is generally ſo, There are many fad 
inſtances of ſuch as begin well, who are af- 
terwards hindered or perverted by evil com- 
pany, and finful pleaſures, or by the deceit- 
fulneſs of riches and the cares of this life: 
But it is moſt commonly otherwiſe, where 
gp is fignally honoured in the prime of 
life, - Do—_ K 
Ver. z. before the text, 1 Sam. I. 20. 
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There are ſome endowments which men 
have from the Gop of nature, that diſtin- 
guiſh them from one another, ein almoſt every 
thing to which they apply their thoughts and 
labours. And when men of ſuch diſtinguiſh'd 
abilities, 
from thoſe which they firſt followed, and 
which they have a genius more ſuited to, 
they may greatly exceed thoſe that have ke 
to one and the fame thing from their youth. 
So alſo there are ſpecial gifts from the God 
of grace, and ſuch extraordinary inſtances and 
operations of a divine ſpirit, as greatly diſtin- 
| guiſh ſome men from others in matters of 
religion, and in the kingdom of Chriſt, Un- 
der ſuch diſtinguiſhing influences of the ſpirit 
of revelation, a man may become very emi- 
nent for piety and virtue, though not ſo early 
engaged that way as might be wiſhed. But 
theſe extraordinary caſes do by no means in- 


validate what I have ſaid, of men's improve 
ments being generally moſt conſiderable, both 


in the affairs of the world and in matters of 
religion, when they are obſerved to apply 
themſelves to one or other of theſe 188 
777777 

This will appear from the example of Oba- 
dah, in many very inſtructive proofs and evi- 
dences, to be the conſequence of fearing Gop 
betimes. In the conſideration of which we 
may r the preſent time much to our bene- 
fit and advantage, if it be not our own we. 
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The name Obadiah we meet with frequetitly 
in Scripture *, It is a name read very dif 


ferent- 
ly b. The Seventy render it Aodias. The ſig- 
nification of it is, A ſervant of the Lord. Thus 
in a very eminent and diſtinguiſhing ſenſe, 
the Obadiah ſpeaking in our text was a ſervant 
of Go D: One that worſhipped him in pri- 
vate, and in his own houſe, when no ſuch 
thing was publickly tolerated in the kingdom 
of Iſrael. He was a man of great bufineſs, 
but yet a very good man in the midſt of it all. 
Therefore his example may recommend the 

2 The ſon of Uzz;, one of the chief men of the tribe of 
Tſachar, was called by this name. We have another of this 
"name of the race of Saul, one of the ſons of Axel T. Ano- 
ther we read of in the tribe of Gad, a man of Pad valour +. 


We find one of this name alſo in the account of the poſterity 
of David d. Another of the family of the Levites *. And 


there is alſo an Obadiah who ſealed the covenant with Nehe- 


miah t. And one Obadiah is amongſt the minor Prophets. But 
the Obadiah ſpoken of in our text was a perſon different from 
'all theſe. He was wholly employed in civil affairs; unlefs 
we ſhould ſuppoſe he was one of the princes ſent -by Febgha- 
phat to teach in the cities of Fudab |, which is not at all 
| likely ; becauſe Jehebaphat king. of Judah ſtrengthened him- 
Jelf againſt asl. And the context tells us, that Obadiab was 
ſteward of the houſhold to the king of Fae; and therefore 
could not be ſuppoſed to be employed by them both, though it 
de ſaid that Fehyhaphat joined affinity with Ahab: For Fehgha- 
phat ſent the Obadiah that was in his court, with thoſe other 
prigets to teach in the cities of Judab, in the third year of 
is reign : Whereas his affinity with Ahab and going down 
2 the court of Samarla, is not mentioned till many yeass 
dome read it Hobadjahu and Obdia, and Abdiah. 


1 Chron. vi. 3. + mid. vil, 3. + . 9 5 fi 21. 
f * Ibid, IX, 16, : F Neh. x. 5. a 12 Chron; xvii. 7. 
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fear of the Lord in advanced life on the fol- 
lowing accounts. Her TO 


1. He plainly ſhewed that his religious fear 
and ſervice was matter of choice. This had 
his judgment and his heart. 
In the time of childhood and youth, there 
is often a compliance with ſuperiors and in- 
ſtructors, ſo far, that where the fear of Gop 
is taught. by ſuch, there is an appearance of it 
put on; but this may be merely to pleaſe 
them, while under their care and power. We 
too .often ſee, that as. ſoon as theſe inſtructors 
or parents are dead, or if before that an op- 
portunity offers to get from under their eye, 
and out of their reach, the young diſciples 
ſoon ſhew that they had no regard to religion, 
but what may be called force, and the preju- 
dices of education. Yea ſometimes they prove 
more ſcandalous, in caſting off the fear of 
Gop, than others who have no teaching be- 
ſides that of nature, and no law but that 
which is written upon their hearts. Obadiab 
was not one of theſe, who fear the Lord only 
whilſt they are: young ; but from the time 
of his firſt ſolemn acknowledgments of Gop, 
and acquainting himſelf. with his laws, and 
the inſtitutions of his worſhip, he ſpeaks like 
one that had kept to the ſtatutes of revealed 
religion, in all the after conduct of his life, 
Religion had his youthful affections. His choice 
was determined and fixed early; and it ſtill 
prevailed 


(8) 

prevailed as his judgment ripened, and ſo he be. 
came more and more eminent in the practice of 
it. Though it is not to be expected (however 
it may be wiſhed) that the young man's affec- 
tions, and the aged perſon's judgment and 
experience, ſhould go together in the worſhip 
and ſervice of Gop ; yet they may bath be 
conſecrated to the purpoſes of religion in 
different ways, and in the different ages of 
life, Where religion is truly matter of choice, 
and the heart is engaged in it, this will be the 
caſe of youth to conſecrate it's beſt and moſt 
vigorous affections to religious purpoſes : And 
age, with all its wiſdom, prudence, and ſet- 
tled experience, will no leſs ſerve and honour 
It may further be obſerved here, that youth 
is the imitating age; and, with ſome, their 
religion itſelf is no more than an appearance, 
and- an imitating of others. However, it is 
better to affect an imitation of them that fear 
Gop, than to be apes of the manners and 
faſhions of thoſe that affect profaneneſs, and 

that throw contempt on every thing ſacred. 
While the imagination is lively, and apt to 
take impreſſions from another, active tempers 
are eaſily carried into an imitation of what 
ſtrikes, whether it be from what is repreſented 
in a ſtrong and moving manner to the ears, or to 
the eyes. From hence may ariſe an affectation 
of religion, as well as of ſome other things 
in many young people, without having a 
2241 right 
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right knowledge of one ar t'other. Fancy 
may act it's part for a time, as if there was a 
real ſenſe of the things of Gon. But it is 
very frequent and common, in caſes of this 
nature, for religion to be caſt off amongſt 
other childiſh things. And it is talked of by 
ſome ſuch deſerters of it, as if it was the 
weakeſt of all their childiſh fancies, when 
reaſon and judgment come to have greater 
power, in forming their tempers and lives, to 
ſerve the intereſts and deſigns of this world, 
than to adorn their profeſſion of religion. 
Whereas the example in our text was ſuch, 
as to carry the fear of the Lord into the moſt 
thoughtful employments, and into the moſt 
important ſtation of life; which proves, be- 
yond all doubt, that the fear of Gop was 
not a periſhing fancy, but a laſting reality 
founded upon ſuch a choice as no changes in 
life could alter. This will be ſhewn, in the 
ſequel of this diſcourſe, from the temptations. 
of high proſperity, as well as grievous perſe- 
cations, that tried the piety. and virtue of 
this great good man. Let it be conſidered, 


2. That his fear of the Lord was publickly 
evidenced, by his approved virtue, in the 
buſineſs and affairs of life. By his zuftrce, fide- 
ity, induſtry, and care, in diſcharging the 
truſt that was repoſed in him. 1 
Fe did not pretend religion and the fear of 
Gop, ſo as to excuſe his obedience to his 
An B Pricce; 


„„ 
Prince; or ſo às to make him negligent in 
the affairs that were committed to him. He 
did not ſet his devotion, and the rules of piety, 
in the place of juſtice and mercy; much leſs 
did he make unrighteouſneſs and tyranny to 
be ſupported, by a pretext of promoting the 
fear of Gop. The high eſteem which Ahab had 
for this ſteward of his houſhold, notwithſtand- 
ing his utter diſlike of him on account of his 
religion, plainly ſhews, that in the manage- 
ment of the affairs committed to him he was 
a man of more than common integrity, as 
well as of great abilities. When Abab was 
reſolved to ſearch the land h:m/elf, that he 
might find out the moiſt and fruitful places, 
there to feed the cattle which remained, after 
many of them were dead; he does not truſt 
to any of his other ſervants, leſt by preſents, 
or intreaties, or by ſome managements of the 
people, they ſhould be corrupted to paſs by 
ſome lands, or by violence ſhould ſeize upon 
others, contrary to his deſign : Yet he entruſts 
Obadiah, relying on his fidelity and diligence 
with as great ſatisfaction, as if he himſelf was 
to ſee things with his own eyes. They 
divided the land between them; Abab 
* went one way with his attendants, and Oba- 
* dah went another. way with his *.“ This 
circumſtance, of having ſo great a truſt repoſed 
in him, by one. who was moſt violently ſet 
againſt his way of religion and to have that 
Ver. 6. of the chapter where our text is. 


| 4 wd OY 


truſt 


a 
truſt ſpeczally committed to him, which muſt 


certainly be on account of his known inte- 


grity, and thoſe virtues that made him pecu- 
larly uſeful in all publick affairs, ſhewed that 
the King reckoned himſelf as ſecure in Oba- 


diab's management, as if he was preſent every 


where to take account of things, and to order 
them himſelf ; and this at a time, when he was 
in the greateſt diſtreſs, and moſt racked with 
diſtruſt and fear. Here we have very ſtrong 
proof of the juſtice, faithfulneſs, care and di- 
ligence of Obadiab; and to every unpreju- 


diced mind, this muſt recommend the prin- 


ciple from whence ſo much virtue aroſe, and 
by which it was maintained and ſupported. 
He that was in a manner alone a faithful 
worſhipper of Gop in the court of Abad, 
was alone alſo in the truſt repoſed in him by 
n Een oa 
A remarkable inſtance of this nature we 
have in a another good man, whoſe fidelity 


is connected with a diſtinguiſhing fear of 


Gop ; I mean Hananiab the ruler of the pa- 
lace, of whom Nehemiah faith; © That he 
* Was 4 Laune. man and feared Gop *.“ 
He that fears Gon greatly, will not in any 
thing act unfaithfully with his fellow - creatures. 
Where the fear of Gop is a reaſonable thing, 
and ſuch as to be a governing principle, it 
will teach men to do juſtly, and to love mercy, 
as well as to walk humbly. with their G. 


? 2 Nehem. vii. 2. + 
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3. This fear of Gop, thus evidenced, was 
maintained in @ ftation of the higheſt power 
and advancement. OO 

Obadiah was prime miniſter of ſtate to 
the King of Iſrael, He was governor of his 
houſe *, or Lord high ſteward, being ſet over 
the houſhold and all the affairs of it ; proba- 
bly having the treaſure and yearly revenues of 
the King under his direction alſo, In this ſta- 
tion he had great opportunities for corruption, 
and he had as ſtrong temptations as can well 
be imagined. Ahab was exceedingly wicked 
and covetous. Poor Naboth was murdered 
that the King might ſeize upon his vineyard. 
The Queen was a great promoter of ſenſual 
mirth and revellings, together with all man- 
ner of vice and tyranny, © Let thine heart 
be merry,” ſays ſhe to the King, while ſhe 
tent letters to promote cruelty, perjury, and 
murder T. The whole court appeared to be 
then perfectly under the direction and power 
of theſe reigning vices. And therefore the 
vileſt acts of injuſtice and murder are no ſooner 
ordered, but they were executed. The Pro- 
phets of the Lord were facrificed to this Ha- 
bel, or Fezabel, who had a table for four 
hundred Prophets of the groves, that would 
ſupport her in her wickedneſs; verſe the 19th 
of the chapter here our text is. And ſuch 
a devoted creature was Ahab to his own vices, 
2 V. 3. before the text. Kings xxi, 7, 8, 9. 
ba > 8 an 


(13) 

and the vices of this woman, that he is faid 
* to ſell himſelf to work wickedneſs in the 
«* ſight of the-Lord, whom TFezabel his wife 
« ſtirred up *. What a noble inſtance and 
proof then of the fear of Gop was it, for 
one of the great men in this court, under 


all theſe provocations and excitements to ini- 
quity, yet to keep clear of it ? When he was 
by his place obliged, continually to be in the 
way of ſeeing and knowing the evils that 
were . practiſed and avowed, yet to preſerve 
his piety and virtue untainted, how great 


was this! © I, thy ſervant, fear the Lord 


% from my youth.” © Whatever iniquities 
my ſtation may expoſe me to (as if he had 
© faid) and how generally ſoever wickedneſs 
<< prevails in all about me, yet do not think I 


am like the reſt of Ahab's courtiers, becauſe 


his favour is continued to me, and greater 
than to others r. This is not owing to a 


x Ks ages with his idolatries or vices, but 


© to the peculiar providence of that Gop, 


* whoſe fear I have maintained in the midſt 


* of the greateſt temptations, and provocations 
© to have utterly given it up. 
Not that this man ſtood ahne in, maintain- 

ing the fear of God, and the true religion, 


in the whole kingdom of 1/rael, This was 


not the caſe, though he was ſingular amongſt 
men of power and authority, and thoſe of 


Kings xxi./ 25. E 1 F< 
| + Mell me putare talm oft ualis creri Aulæ ner. Grot. 


Ve 1 his 


J 
1 
3 
1 
| 
. l : 
q 


8 * 
- we EN CC _— AER runes 
2 = * 214 — 
ns OT "res OO 
— — r 1 


1 


„ 
his own rank at that tims There were ſe- 
ven thouſand, beſide him, that had not bowed 
the knee to Baal; but they were hid, and 
their names not known, nor their perſons ex- 
poſed, as was the perſon of this great man. 
His fear of Gop was great beyond theirs; 
that he could ſtand his ground in ſo high and 
eminent a ſtation, when the wickedneſs of 
all about him was become ſo very great, as to 
make him a mark for all their envy and their 
reproaches continually to ſhoot at. But this 
leads me to add, F224 


4. That Obadiah ſhew'd and proved his 
fear of Gop, in the moſt dangerous and per ſe- 
d T0 9-051 Lg | 
He did not only: reſiſt the temptations of 
grandeur, and the allurements of a court, 
but he was unmoved by the ſpirit of perſe- 
cution, and ſtood firm againſt reproaches and 
inſults. Won n e I C493 
There was ſomething doubtleſs very ex- 
traordinary in the caſe of this good man, 
that he ſhould be able to keep his poſt, and 
to have the favour and truſt of a perſecuting 
tyrant, and yet to keep a good conſcience in 
adhering to thoſe very principles for which 
others were put to death. Indeed there was 
no law in thoſe times to reſtrain a King 
from making uſe of what ſervants he ſhould 
judge moſt proper, though they did not con- 
form to the worſhip of the court, No man 
8 15 1 Was 
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was excluded from the ſervice of his King 
and country becauſe he could not, in matters 


of religion, comply with the public edicts. 


Abab was not obliged to loſe, or give up a 
man of ſuch excellent qualities, as were found 
in Obadiab, becauſe he maintained different 
ſentiments from himſelf in the matters of his 
Gop. And Obadiah was not obliged to quit 
his high ſtation, whilſt he could there be an 
example of the fear of Gop to others, and 


an inſtrument of ſaving the lives of ſuch as 


adhered to the worſhip of the great Jehovah. 

But how came it to paſs, that a man of fo 
much piety and virtue could fatisfy himſelf, to 
continue in the midſt of ſo much iniquity 


and idolatry, as muſt doubtleſs be a grievous 


affliction to him from day to day? - Perhaps 
he was under ſome obligations to Ahab, that 
would not admit of his quitting the ſtation he 
was in. Such, that he might look upon his 
eſtate and his body as the King's ; but yet 
his conſcience, and the ſentiments of his heart, 


in things belonging to Gop, were not under 
any human juriſdiction. Beſides, he had ſuch 
marks of the ſpecial favour and eſteem of his 


Prince, that he might hope to mitigate his 
perſecuting rage and fury by degrees ; at leaſt 
that he might be an inſtrument of preſerving 
ſome from ruin and death that were expoſed 
to it. And therefore he will rather bear all 
the uneaſineſs that he was expoſed to himſelf, 
in maintaining the fear of Gop where it was 


1 treated 


( 16) 


treated with hatred and contempt, than leave 
1dolatry, and perſecution, fully to reign and ra- 
vage, without any publick teſtimony againſt 
them. He would not leave thoſe few, who 
were then in a moſt weak and helpleſs ſtate, 
to be utterly cut off, by their having no one 
perſon in the court of Ahab to appear for 
them. It is thought by ſome, that Gop diſ- 
penſed with Obad:ab's not going up to Jeru- 
falem to worſhip, as his law required; that 
he might not break with Ahab by going 
directly contrary to a law of his, which ob- 
liged the King's ſubjects not to deſert his king- 
dom upon a pretence of worſhip. And Abab, 
on the other hand, diſpenſed with Obadrah's 
not attending the worſhip of the groves and 
the high places, becauſe he knew how greatly 
he feared the Gor of Jacob their rightful 
Lord. For the preſervation of others he muſt 
keep his place; and yet, as a witneſs for Gop, 
he muſt keep to the worſhip of him alone, in 
the midſt of hatred and reproach. This 
was a noble proof of that piety and religious 
fear of which our text ſpeaks. —But it de- 
| ſerves to be conſidered as a diſtinct head, that 


5. His fear of Gop was ſhewn by his be- 
neficence and care of good men, in oppoſition 
to perſecuting flatutes and edicts, unrighteonlly 

oppreſſing ſuch as adhered to the worthip of 
the great Jehovah. STEP: 


. 
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That God, for the fake of mercy, here 
diſpenſed with the ſacrifices and ſervices; which 
Obadiah ſhould have attended in the. temple, 
is entirely agreeable to the declarations of the 
Prophets, as well as to the reaſon of things, 
for his promoting a greater good. | 
In the verſe he the text it is recorded, 
that when TJezabel ſlew the Prophets of the 
Lord, Obadiah hid an hundred of them, by 
fifty and fifty, in a cave. And notwithſtand- 
ing the famine and drought prevailed, fo that 
bread and water were hard to come by z and 
much harder to be conveyed, without one or 
other diſcovering and ſeizing them, when car- 
ried in ſuch quantities as to ſuſtain fifty to- 
gether ; yet this was managed fo, as not only 
to hide, but to feed, the Prophets that were 
reſcued from death, with bread arid water. 
| Fidelity to the King did not oblige Obadiah 
to deſtroy that humanity, which is the great 
law of nature, viz. Mercy to the diſtreſſed 
and injured. When rulers turn perſecutors, 
it is beneficence and goodneſs, it is an act of 
obedience to a greater law than that of any 
monarch upon earth, to ſhelter and keep alive 
and provide for the injured and oppreſſed. 
In this, Obadiah gave very convincing evidence 
of his being governed more by the fear of 
2 than by the will and authority of his 

rince, 


C In 


In the laſt place, his fear of Gop was 
manifefted in the great reſpect ſhewn to Elijab; 
and in obeying an order and revelation from 
Gop, delivered by Elijab. 
| He that had been a 8 and father to 
the young Prophets, bows with all the vene- 
ration and reſpect of a ſon before the old 
Prophet. As Obadiah was in the way, be- 
hold Elijab met him; and he knew him, and 
fell on his face, and fad; —* Art thou that 
my Lord Ekjab ? And he ſaid, I am Eli- 
* © jab :” But as for the title of Lord, apply 
it to him who is indeed thy Lord and King. 
<* Go tell thy Lord, behold Elijab is here“. 
This order at firſt greatly terrified and afflicted 
Obadiah. He, being under great apprehen- 
ſions of the dreadful conſequence of going to 
Ahab with ſuch a meſlage, pleads ſeveral very 
important things to make the Prophet deſiſt 
from urging it, or ſo much as repeating it +, 
But when Elijab inſiſts upon it, in the name 
of the Lord of Hoſts; and by that name 
which is above every name, engageth to meet 
the King of Vrael, notwithſtanding his pre- 
ſent violent reſentment ; Obadiab with the 
readieſt obedience haſtens to Ahab, quitting 
all his own ſurmiſes and fears, and depending 
upon Gop to glorify himſelf, and his own 
word, and his faithful ſervants in the event. 
Here was ſuch an honour done to a divine 


See the ſermon foregoing, num. V. p. 6, f Ibid. p. 7, 8. 
revelation, 
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revelation, and to a Prophet of the Lord, as 
ſhewed that a meſſenger and meſſage from 
Gop, was to be regarded more than the wrath 
of a King, though he ſhould fall into the greateſt 
violence. But he knew alſo, that the © hearts 
of kings are in the hand of the Lord, 
and he can turn them as the rivers of wa- 
ters *. Thus was the fear of Gop evi- 
denced by Obadiah's turning back from the 
| progreſs, upon which the King had ſent him, 
to comply with a revelation from heaven, 
and to bring the King himſelf to meet the 
9 of the Lord. Now the fear of 
* the Lord was his /trong confidence. 

The wonderful conſequences of this inter- 
view, between Abab and Elijab, are to be con- 
ſidered as the reward of a ſteady fear of Gop, 
and obedience to his word. Fehovah appear d 
in a very glorious manner, to honour them 
that now honoured him; and in ſo doing, to 
bring the greateſt ſhame and confuſion upon 
thoſe that deſpiſed him, and had rejected his 
worſhip. [This will be enlarg d in with ſome 
other things, if Gop give leave, in another 
diſcourſe, ] 5 | 


Let us here ſeriouſly review thoſe inſtances 
and proofs of the fear of the LorD, that we 
have in the example of Obadiah ; and let us 
engage ourſelves, allowing for different times 
and circumſtances, to copy after them. 


Prov. Xxi. 1. 
1. Let 
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1. Let me engage you that are young to 
Rudy the ſacred oracles, and the fear of Gop 
there deſcribed, for yourſelves. 

Do not ſatisfy yourſelves in the matters of 
your Gop, by complying with the inſtruc- 
tions and orders of ſuperiars merely, without 
conſidering the reaſon of the hope and fear 
you ſee in them, If you find that the Gop 
of your/fathers is Gop indeed, the living and 
true Gop, the moſt perfect Being, and the 
moſt merciful, r Saviour, then avouch 
him for your Gop : And do it with an heart 
entirely yielded to him, and determined to 
abide with him. Do not deſpiſe the counſets 
and good examples of ſuperiors. To raiſe 
contempt of ſuch, is one method by which 
© the Gop of this world works in the chil- 
* dren of diſobedience.” But yet do not take 
things purely on the report and word of 
others. Search the Scriptures for yourſelves, 
and ſee whether the things they have taught 
you, and related to you, be ſo or not: And 
endeavour to get an experimental knowledge 
and ſenſe of every thing that will admit ſuch 
evidence. Go to Jeſus Chriſt that you may 
have hfe added to inſtruftion, and that he 
may communicate his ſpirit to you, that you 
may be enabled to diſcern thoſe things which 
are ſpiritually diſcerned ; and that you may 
come to know in whom you believe, ſo as to 
ſhew the deep and powerful effects of reli- 


gion, 


4 — __— — rad » 


1 
gion, upon your own ſouls, to ſuch as con- 
verſe with you. ob. 00s Gare 

Do not place your religion in mere imitation 
of others, however well and movingly they may 


manage in their devotions, or in their converſa- 


tion about it. You ſhould not indeed deſpiſe ſuch 
helps, as are apt to excite and work upon the 
imagination : For this power and faculty is of 
Gop, and hath often been the inſtrument and 
means of great good, as well as of great vanity 
and folly. But do not let the fear of Gop lie 
only in the imagination, or in thoſe things 


which are the effect of ſome powerfully excited 


paſſion, Take care to uſe your affections and 


- imaginations while they are moſt impreſſive 

and lively, ſo as to carry the great matters of 
_ religion to the heart and judgment; and there 
let every thing be tried and ſettled. Accord- 


ing to a ſound mind, let your choice be fixed 
to cleave to the Lord, and to his ways and 
ſervice ; fixed with ſo firm a purpoſe and re- 
ſolution,” that no changes in this world may 
be able to deſtroy. 


* 


2. Let your fear of Gop be carried into 
all the actions of life, and to every relative 
„ 3 . 
When tempted to any unjuſt, unmerciful, 
and evil ſpeeches or actions toward any per- 
ſon, aſk yourſelves, Is ſuch language and 
ſuch behaviour conſiſtent with the true 15 
| « of 


( 22) 

« of the Lord?” When looſe companions 
would entice you to profane the Lord's day, 
or any part of it, and to turn your backs 
upon the worſhipping aſſemblies, ſay, Is 
this to act like one that has a due reverence 
for Gor, and a reſpect to all his ordinances 
and inſtitutions ?” Again, if you are ſoli- 
Cited to take part in any lewd unrighteous ac- 
tions; or in any ſtrife, envy, and tumults; 
or in rebellion againſt lawful authority; or in 
any intemperance, or idleneſs, and neglects of 
your own buſineſs ; fay, © How can one that 
fears his Gop do this and the other thing, 
„ which Gop's law doth expreſsly warn me 
<« againſt ?” If fin takes advantage from in- 
tereſt, from numbers, from ſecrecy, or from 
any thing elſe that would give it a power over 
us ; we ſhould be the more watchful againſt 
a fin thus favourably circumſtanced. A ſenſe 
of our duty will engage us to ſet all theſe 
things aſide, with the iniquities they would 
recommend, when we find there is danger of 
their overpowering the fear of Gop in our 
hearts. lt 
This ſhould alſo quicken us to every pious 
and good work, to conſider that the Gop we 
fear and ſerve is kind and merciful, to ac- 
cept our good endeavours ; and he is equally 
willing and able to aſſiſt, and to ſucceed them. 
As works of righteouſneſs, goodneſs, and truth, 
are his delight, fo in the purſuit of theſe 
things as his word directs, we need to fear 
| NO 


WF 
no dangers or oppoſitions. He that could 
protect an Obadiab in the houſe of Ahab, 
and amidſt the moſt prevailing powerful wick- 
edneſs and abominations, is able to ſupport, and 
deliver, and proſper, all ſuch as maintain the 
fear of Gop in x a ſtations, where by divine 
providence they are placed. „ 

Whatever buſineſs we are employed in, and 
whatever relation we are called to fill up, the 
fear of Gop, (who is the diſpoſer of our lot) 
ſhould teach us to carry it well, and with great 
integrity. We ſhould exerciſe an unwearied 
care to ſuit ourſelves to our condition, and to 
every part of our duty. This religious fear 
of Deity (as was ſhewn before) made Obadzahb 
a faithful ſteward, He was a good ſervant, 
not to a gentle and kind maſter, but even 
to one that was very violent and wicked, His 
religious fear made him alſo careful to uſe all 
his power and intereſt, for the good of his fel- 
low ſubjects, and for the ſupport of the oppreſſed * 
in times of perſecution and famine. This is 
the advantage and happineſs of them that 
fear Gop from their youth, that they are in 
many reſpects habitually formed for uſefulneſs 
and goodneſs. ; 


3. Let no advancement in life deſtroy or 
leflen your fear of Gov. 0 
All honour, and acceptance, and promotion, 
are of Gop. They come neither from the eaſt 

nor weſt, from one quarter or another, with- 
W 1 out 


(624) 
out a ſuperintending providence, © But Go is 
the judge, he pulleth down one, and ſetteth 
* up another *. In the writings of Moſes 
the Scripture expreſsly requireth, *©* Thou 
« ſhalt remember the Lord thy Gop, for it is 
<<. he that giveth thee power to get wealth +.” 
He gives that ſkill and contrivance, thoſe op- 
portunities and incidencies, that health and ac- 
. cn" to which all owe their proſperity. 
Therefore the reſpe& and reverence, which is 
due to Gop, ſhould be kept up in the higheſt 
advancements that men can arrive at in this 
world. . When David was tempted in ſome 
ſcene of his proſperity, to ſay, that he thould 
never be moved ; when he thought every thing 
was ſettled in ſuch a manner as that (through 
the favour of Gop) all his troubles were come 
to an end, or in his words, © that his moun- 
* tain ſtood ſtrong ;” then was he brought 
very ſoon to acknowledge before Gor, © Thou 
« didſt hide thy face, and I was troubled . 
It is by the fear of Gop, and a due regard to 
him, that we rightly uſe and enjoy what he 
beſtows. And it is his providence that ſecures 
our bleſſings to us. Therefore in the cloſe 
of David's life he delivers up the kingdom 
to Solomon, with this acknowledgment to 
Gor, © Thine is the kingdom, O Lord 
ce both riches and honour come of thee, and 


Paal. laxxy, 6, 7. Deut. viii, 18. 4 Pla. 
XXX, 6, 7. | | 


© thou 
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and as we have opportunity and fit occaſion 
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te thou reigneſt over all, and in thy hand is 
j might, Mc” - -. 
_ Beſides, we are accountable to Gop for all. 
And we are but tenants at will; ſtewards that 
he may call toan account whenever he pleaſeth 
Therefore let our ſtations in life be ever ſo much 
to our. adyantage, let our talents be multi- 
plied and encreaſed in one way or other, 
there is {till as much reaſon for maintaining 
the fear of Gop in higher, as in lower circum- 
ſtances : . Vea, ſo. much the more, as we have 
more to loſe, and more to anſwer for, than 


they that are entruſted with leſs, 


4. Let no evil examples, nor any oppofitions, 
and reproaches, to which the fear of Gon 
may expoſe us, ever make us caſt it off. 
When infidelity, ſenſuality, and all man- 
ner of iniquities abound, an entire 2ithdraw- 


ment is better than to keep profane and vicious 


company. Orif we cannot wholly withdraw 
from all that ſeek to corrupt us, or to make 
us uneaſy with reproaches in the things of our 
Gop, we ſhould till on our principles, 
and abide by them. When a contempt of 


the word and worſhip of God, and of pious 


good people, is ſpirited up to ſuch a degree, 
that men caſt the moſt grievous reproaches 
on ſuch as profeſs to maintain a religious fear, 
we ſhould then more ſtedfaſtly adhere to it; 


21 Chron. xxix. 11, 12. N. 
| for 
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for doing ſo, we ſhould glory in it. Though 
we had lived in a perſecuting reign, violent 
as that of Ahab was, or as thoſe were in 
which ſome of our anceſtors lived in this king- 
dom, yet we ought to copy after the exam- 
ples of them that feared Gop rather than 
men, let their power and rage be ever ſo 
great, But when we have none to hinder 
our religious ſervices, none to make us fin 
by compulſion, upon any public laws and edicts, 
it would be inexcuſable in us to give up the 
fear of Gop to any of thoſe leſſer tempta- 
_ tions that ae 

The wickedneſs and profaneneſs of our 
times is indeed very great, on account both 
of the kinds and the number of tranſgrefſors : 
But however they may tempt or inſult us, 
they cannot force us into their ways, nor hin- 
der our worſhipping Gop, and ſtanding up 
for him againſt the workers of iniquity, by 
any "pretext of power and 1919p 8 We 
may expreſs our. fear of Gop in all places, 
and at all times, as far as we can find in our 
hearts to do this. And furely, if it was fo 
fixed in our youth, and from our youth, as 
we have heard it was with the good man in 
our text, we ſhall be ready to evidence it and 
to promote it, in ſpite of all oppoſitions and 


Kindneſs and. niercy to ſuch as are in want, 
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or that labour under any injury and p- 
The fear of Gop ſhould not only engage 
us to ſtand our ground againſt all per/ecution 
and the fear of men, but it ſhould put us 
upon all acts of mercy and kindueſß to thoſe 
that are uſed ill on account of their religion. 
Gop hath declared himſelf to be the patron 
of the helpleſs, 'and the judge of the 2608 
leſs, when the men of the earth oppreſs 
them *. And therefore a true fear of him 
will make us alſo take their part, and do all 
we can to encourage, ſupport, and help them. 
We ſhall not only be content to ſecure ur. 
ſelves, but to provide, as far as our power and 
ability reaches, for the preſervation and ſup- 
port of others. Obadiab did not ſatisfy him- 
ſelf in maintaining his own poſt, but he hid, 
and fed, the perſecuted Prophets of the Lord. 
The laws of juſtice, humanity, and compaſ- 
hon, are certainly prior and ſuperior to all 
perſecuting laws ; whether they. are formed 
only by the will of the Prince, or by numbers 
of men combining and concurring with him, 
Therefore every man that truly fears God 

will rather imitate and obey him, than fall in 
with any of thoſe laws that the pride and 
_ wrath of men ſhall ſet up in oppoſition to the 
laws of Gop. There will be more force and 
weight, to thoſe that truly conſider things, in 

copying after that account of Gon in one of 
r = 

the 
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the Palms *, than in all the commands and 
examples of men where they go contrary to 
the divine proceedings ; becauſe all theſe ſhall 
be overthrown. © The Lord executeth judg- 
* ment for the oppreſſed, giveth food to the 
% hungty, and looſeth the priſoners : The 
©. Lord openeth the eyes of the blind, raiſeth 
** up thoſe that are bowed down, and he 
* joveth the righteous : The Lord pre- 
* ſerveth the ſtrangers; he relieveth the fa- 
e therleſs and widow: But the way of the 
wicked he turneth upfide down.“ 

Finally, our fear of Gop ſhould keep up 
that veneration and reſpect to every meſſenger, 
and meſſage from him, that though we ſhould 
walk in datkneſs and under the greateſt diſ- 
couragements, yet we ſhould *©. truſt in the 
* name of the Lord, and obey the voice of 
* his ſervants . Thus we ſhould commit 
ourſelves to him in well doing, as unto a 
faithful Creator, and as thoſe that are well 
aſſured his loving kindneſs is better than 
life. And may Cop, of his infinite mercy, 
enable us thus to do, through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 


3 i 4 . 1 . | 9 1 £4 N 4 N 
| Pal. exlvi. 7» B, 9. 3 T Iſaiah I. 10. 


ii.» ret SOIT ene 


Ce oe we 
* 


